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EVENTS
NEW YORK CHAPTER

2006 CALENDAR
January
11th Chapter Board Meeting, 7:00 PM
 Paparazzi Restaurant, Westbury NY

February
8th Chapter Board Meeting, 7:00 PM
 Paparazzi Restaurant, Westbury NY.
18th 13th Annual Beach Party and Chapter 
 Meeting at Euro Meccanica.

March
8th Chapter Board Meeting.
18th AAA Driver Improvement Program,
 AAA HQ, Garden City.

June
12th-13th Annual Driver School with Patroon
 Chapter at Watkins Glen
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The New York Chapter is looking 
for members to contribute articles 

and photos to Die Zugspitze
Contact: Phil Danza
editor@nybmwcca.org
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On The Cover
AC Schnitzer’s
wild M6

Photo by Phil Danza
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The New York Chapter has new Club Merchandise for 
sale. Just log on to the chapter web site and go to the 
link  www.cafepress.com/bmwnychapter. From there 
you will have over twenty different items to choose 
from.  Just place your order, and it will be sent di-
rectly to you in about six days.  Go check it out and 
pick something up for yourself or family member.

Let us know what you think of the new merchandise. 
Send comments to noelsm3@verizon.net

Attention Club Members!

2006 Events

                                     

President’s Page

                                     

The 2005 SEMA Show

                                     

2006 Autocross
Changes

                                     

AAA Driver Improvement
Program Application

                                     

13th Annual Beach Party 
At Euro Meccanica

                                     

 

Advertisers

                                     

 

NY BMW CCA
2005 Annual Holiday
Party and President’s
Dinner

                                     

 

2005 SEMA
Photo Coverage



NY Chapter Officers
President

Anthony Howell 516-524-6123
e-mail: unclebimmer@hotmail.com

Vice President
Andre Noel 917-885-3107
e-mail: noelsm3@verizon.net

Treasurer
Rose Ann Burke 917-561-8051
e-mail:msnybmw@aol.com

Secretary
Steven Bernstein 917-584-4317
e-mail: nybmwcca@garageboy.com

Member-at-Large
James Siegel 917-841-2841
e-mail: jim@nj.rr.com

DieZugspitze Editor
Phil Danza 631-682-7617
e-mail: editor@nybmwcca.org

DieZugspitze Assistant Editor
Demetrios Mirissis (631) 418-3260
e-mail: dm930@verizon.net

Webmaster
Charles Karnati 718-422-0414
e-mail: webmaster@nybmwcca.org

Advertising
James Siegel 917-841-2841
e-mail: jim@nj.rr.com
Sherwin DeShong 917-576-2453
e-mail: srde28@hotmail.com

Event Chairs
Concours Committee Co-Chairs

Steven Fischthal: smf328@optonline.net
Steve Geraci: stevegeraci@reflexphoto.com
Chief Driving Instructor:

Drivers School Chairperson
Mike Allen: jbmike@aol.com

Chief Driving Instructor
Demetrios Mirissis (631) 418-3260
e-mail: dm930@verizon.net

Street Survivor Chair
Matt Brod: onrailsm3@hotmail.com

Membership Chair
Steven Fischthal: smf328@optonline.net

Social Events Director
Icela Fischthal: icela@optonline.net

Greater New York Auto Show
Charles Karnati: webmaster@nybmwcca.org

Autocross Chair
Andre Noel: noelsm3@verizon.net

AAA Driver Improvement Program
Anthony Howell: unclebimmer@hotmail.com
Sherwin DeShong: srde28@hotmail.com

Beach Party, BBQ
Anthony Howell: unclebimmer@hotmail.com

Technical Advisors
Mike Schiffer - Euromeccanica
Office 914-668-1300

Chapter Hotline 516-792-2002

www.nybmwcca.org
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DieZugspitze is published by and for the members of the BMW CCA New York Chapter Inc. (“The Club”).  All of its 
contents shall remain the property of the club.  The Club assumes no liability for any information contained herein, or 
provided by its member/volunteer consultants.  None of said information bears the status of factory approval unless so 
indicated.  Modifications within the warranty period may void your warranty.  The club is not connected in any manner 
with BMW AG, or BMW NA.  Unless otherwise stated, maintenance and modification procedures herein are not “Fac-
tory Approved” and their use may void your BMW warranty.  Ideas and opinions are those of the writers, and no authen-
tication or approval is implied by its editors or publishers, who assume no liability for information contained herein.  

The holidays have come and gone, and so have some of our 
New Year’s resolutions! This will be my last article as the President 
of the BMW CCA New York Chapter. I will be taking some well-
needed time off to take care of my personal life.

The two years as the President of the New York Chapter went 
by so quickly, but I had the opportunity to meet a lot of nice people.  
Since I am a car guy, I look forward to remaining involved in the 
Chapter - you will continue to see me at events having fun and as-
sisting when I can. 

 In my two years as the President I had a full agenda, but realistically we could not ac-
complish everything we set out to improve.  Nonetheless, I am proud of what we were able 
to achieve. We were successful in improving the look of the Newsletter, in creating online 
merchandise purchasing (using Café Press), in bringing new advertisers on board (particularly 
BMW dealerships), in promoting more social and family oriented events (such as the NYC 
Family BBQ), and in sponsoring one of our local chapter race car drivers (Phil’s Autobody). 
We also began the very successful safety school for teenagers (Street Survival) supplemented 
by an adult safety school. 

  We would not have been able to accomplish all of this without the dedicated Board mem-
bers, volunteers and sponsors. I would like to extend to these folks a special note of thanks for 
working with me in the last two years. 

 That being said, I would like to introduce you to the new elected board members.

President  - Steve Bernstein Vice President  - Andre Noel
Treasurer  - RoseAnn Burke Secretary  - To Be Appointed
Member-At-Large - To Be Appointed

Congratulations to the new Board and good luck in 2006!

Regards,
Anthony Howell
President 
New York Chapter BMW CCA

From the Chapter President
Anthony Howell
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2005 Las Vegas SEMA Show
By Phil Danza

The first week in November is the unofficial start to the 
upcoming Holiday season. To the car fanatic, it means the 
SEMA show in Las Vegas. The show has been going on for 
forty-two years, but has seen a huge growth and interest in 
the past decade. Aftermarket automotive parts manufacturers 
show off there new products for the upcoming year. The 2005 
Show was bigger and better then ever!

I have been going for 6 years now. My vehicle graphics 
company these past years have had the priviledge of install-
ing graphics on companies’ show vehicles. These companies 
include BMP Design, Sachs, H&R, BBS, Konig, Turtle Wax, 
Unorthodox Racing, and Subaru. 

So this year, as your Chapter Newsletter Editor, I thought I 
could share with you an insider’s look at the BMWs in the show. 

There were more BMWs this year used by companies then 
ever. The E-46 M3 is still the show car king of the BMWs at 
the show for over 4 years now. But there was an equal mix of 
all the latest and greatest BMW has to offer. The new 7 stuffed 
with 22” wheels is now the norm of the show. Wheelpower 
Inc. presented a very aggressive E-90. After I saw what can 
be done to that car, I now need one! My personal favorite was 

To all my fellow autocrossers, there have been some 
changes made for the 2006 Autocross Season.  Visit the chap-
ter web site for changes made to the car classification point 
system and the rules for the Autocross Series.  Also, we will be 
going to a permanent car number system for Club Members on 
February 1st, 2006.  Up until February 28, 2006, Club Mem-
bers can submit their car number choices from 2 to 300.  More 
info will be on the club web site at www.nybmwcca.org, in the 
Autocross section.  Also remember to check your helmets be-
cause Snell-95 helmet will not be valid for the 2006 season.

Take care, and see you on the track.  

Attention All Autocrossers...
By Andre Noel, Autocross Chairman

the AC Schnitzer TENSION (pictured here). Based on the 
new M6, this car is insane. They remapped the computer and 
changed the exhaust to pump out 552hp! 

BMW will remain a favorite for aftermarket tuners for 
years to come. Enjoy the pictures.  

More Photos On Back Cover!
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AAA Driver
Improvement
Program Class

AAA – Co-Sponsored by NY Chapter BMW CCA
Date: March 18th, 2006 Time: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Place: Garden City, NY - AAA Office located at 229 7th St. Lower level
(Between Franklin & Stewart Ave).

Save.... on your car insurance! (10% insurance discount, over 3 years, on
collision and liability for the principal driver) Reduce…. up to 4 points of f your
license. Refresh…. your driving techniques and learn preventative techniques
for collision avoidance…great for drivers of all ages. The six-hour course ap-

proved by NYS Department of Motor Vehicles.
$35.00 per-person for Chapter members/ $40.00 non-members

Make check payable to "BMW CCA New York Chapter" Please include CCA membership
number. Bring your New York State driver's license and a pen. Register early, as we are
limited to 40 people. There is free parking directly across the street from the building. [To
avoid getting a parking ticket make sure that you read the signs carefully as there are some
spots only allow 2 hour parking and this is a 6 hour class.] Please R.S.V.P- by 3/4/2006
New York Chapter Contacts:
Sherwin Deshong (917) 576-2453 - srde28@hotmail.com

Please complete the application below and send it with payment to:
NYBMW CCA PO Box 920576 Arverne, NY 11692

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip

Email Address:

Contact Telephone:

BMW CCA#

Enclosed Payment Amount: $



We’ve all experienced the potholes of New York City first hand, which result in bent 
rims and damaged tires. This Technical Session will demonstrate how a rim is repaired 
(i.e. straightening and refinishing.) 

You will also learn the proper way to store your tires, as well as the differences between 
tires such as “summer performance”, “all season” and “R-compound.”  
 

Don’t forget to bring your beach chairs!
Door Prizes will be provided by BMW NA and the New York Chapter BMW CCA.

February 18th, 2006
13th Annual Beach Party & Chapter Meeting at

114 Pearl Street
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

(914) 668-1300

Date: February 18th, 2006
Time: 11:00 AM  - 3:00PM
Place: Euro Meccanica
 114 Pearl Street
 Mt Vernon, NY 10550

Theme: Repairs

Speakers:
George Diaz / Alloy Wheel Repair
Mike Schiffer of Euro Meccanica
Chris Jones / Tire Expert

Directions
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Bring in the coupon and receive a
10% discount on any service or repair.

Not applicable to NYS inspections.
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Got Plates?

Get your personalized BMW CCA License plate
Order on-line from the DMV

www.nydmv.state.ny.us/org.htm
Available NOW to all members.
Email: nysplates@nybmwcca.org to indicate 

your interest in the plates. 
 Provide the following information:

Member #, Name, Email and 
number of registrations
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ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR
SPECIALIST, INC. OF
NASSAU CO.
COMMERCIAL & RETAIL SERVICES

Precision
Mobile
On-site
Repair
of Alloy
Wheels

Repairs to:
• Curb Damaged 
• Flat Bead or Standard Wheels
• Wheel Faces
• Polished or Painted Aluminum

George Diaz
Authorized Tech

516-662-3314
gdiaz@mobilewheelrepair.com



Article By Icela Fischthal    Photos by Steve Fischthal

Our much anticipated Annual Holiday Party was a resounding success. Members en-
joyed an evening of great food, good music and scintillating conversation.  This year we 
celebrated at the La Guardia Marriott in Queens. We were quite privileged to have the elegant 
yet sporty M5 on display. Our members were able to get a close-up view of BMW’s latest ul-
timate driving experience. It was quite awesome! We are truly grateful to Mr. Wayne Jackson 
from Life Quality BMW for his hard work in making this come to fruition.

The evening began with an open bar, an array of sumptuous canapés, and DJ Mike 
Morello’s great mix of holiday music. The menu for the evening included succulent salmon, 
chicken, and roast beef.  This delectable meal was followed by an assortment of desserts 
which I am certain caused much caloric damage (especially the sinfully delicious bread pud-
ding.).  Most of us managed to shed the newly acquired extra calories with a good work out 
on the dance fl oor.

The main presenter for the evening was our President Anthony Howell.  Tony eloquently 
delivered his heartfelt gratitude for the selfl ess dedication the Board Members have shown 
this past year. The evening included the recognition of several individuals honored for their 
contribution to the Chapter. Great prizes were raffl ed off giving everyone the opportunity to 
take home an early holiday present.  Our Vice President Andre Noel presented the winners 
of the 2005 Autocross Series with beautiful plaques.  I am certain these plaques are being 
proudly displayed in various members’ homes or offi ces.

The star of the evening (other than the gorgeous M5) was none other than jolly old Saint 
Nick. Santa’s arrival was eagerly anticipated not only by the children but by all of us who 
still believe in the magic of the holiday season.  There was an almost surreal moment when 
the lights were dimmed and the chiming of Santa’s sleigh bells were heard coming closer and 
closer. The children all but burst with excitement when the old gentleman made his appear-
ance. Toys were handed out to the 20 boys and girls who eagerly accepted them with wide-
eyed excitement. For a few moments, as we all gathered around Santa, we too felt like small 
children.  We owe a very special thanks to “Santa” Richie Collazo for making this possible.

Every year this event brings together members and their families and gives us an oppor-
tunity to relive our driving experiences and dream of faster track times to come. This year we 
had more members attending than at any previous holiday event.  The presence of so many 
members, their children and friends helped make this occasion both special and memorable.  
Our thanks go out to everyone who helped make this a heartwarming and enjoyable evening.  
See you again next year at a time and place yet to be determined, but sure to be another excit-
ing holiday club gathering event..  
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